
Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

11/3/2018 1

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Georgia’s Dual Language Immersion Family of Districts and Schools

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
global  marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!

Over 5,000 Georgia students are growing in linguistic biliteracy in Dual 

Language Immersion Programs in 13 Georgia Districts!  They are learning 
German, French, Spanish and Chinese and starting this year – Japanese!  

Known benefits include:
Cognitive gains
Economic benefits
Increased academic achievement
Helping students achieve at higher levels in the classroom
Improving students’ ability to learn a second language
Increased English literacy skills
Increased performance on standardized tests
Higher attendance rates 
Better understanding of other cultures and greater language proficiency!
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
domestic and global  job 
marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!

Dual Language Immersion Program enrollments by 
language

2016-2017 2017-2018
Spanish 3,483 3,933

French 414 504

German 219 378

Chinese 158 229
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Introducing the new DLI Dashboard
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
global  marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!

Currently, there are 3 German Immersion Programs underway in Georgia! That’s nearly 400 students!  They are learning 
Math and Science in German along with English from grades K-5.  Find out more by visiting our website on Georgia’s Dual 

Language Immersion Initiative!

Ashford Park Elementary (K-5)  – Dekalb county

Brookwood Elementary (K-2) – Dalton Public Schools

International Charter School of Atlanta (K-7)
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
global  marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!

Currently, there are 4 Chinese Immersion Programs underway in Georgia! That’s nearly 250 students!  They are learning 
Math and Science in Mandarin along with English from grades K-5.  Find out more by visiting our website on Georgia’s 

Dual Language Immersion Initiative!

The International Charter School of Atlanta (K-7)

The GLOBE Academy Charter School (K-8)

Oakley Elementary School (K-3) – Fulton

Haven Elementary School (K) – Savannah-Chatham
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
global  marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!

Currently, there are 5 French Immersion Programs underway in Georgia! That’s over 500 students!  They are learning 
Math and Science in French along with English from grades K-5.  Find out more by visiting our website on Georgia’s Dual 

Language Immersion Initiative!

The International Charter School of Atlanta (K-7)

The GLOBE Academy Charter School (K-8)

Evansdale Elementary School (K-5) – Dekalb

Rockbridge Elementary School (K-5) – Dekalb

Trip Elementary School (K-4) – Gwinnett
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Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
global  marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!

Currently, there is one Japanese Immersion Program underway in Georgia! They are learning Math and Science in 
Japanese along with English from grades K-5.  Find out more by visiting our website on Georgia’s Dual Language 

Immersion Initiative!

The International Charter Academy of Georgia (K-5)
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What is DLI?

A form of education in which students are taught literacy 
and content in two languages.  

Two Way One Way

Two language groups being 
schooled through their two 
languages.

One language group being 
schooled through two
languages.
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The Instructional Split

English Spanish
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Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies (LEAs)

* In addition, the Georgia Department of Education is piloting dual-language 
immersion (Spanish) initiatives in eight LEAs. The dual-language immersion model is a 
research proven delivery model that supports literacy and overall academic 
achievement for both native and non-native English speakers. Several large scale 
longitudinal studies of this model have confirmed that both native English Speakers 
and non-native English speakers perform better academically overall, obtain higher 
levels of English literacy, show improved cognitive ability, and show significant 
improvement in the closing of the achievement gap between diverse learning groups 
regardless of socio-economic background. Research suggests that such programs prove 
highly beneficial to Spanish-speaking ELs in the development of content area, native 
language, and English language skills.
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Longitudinal Research 
Dual Language Immersion

Thomas, W. & Collier, V. (2012). Dual language education for a transformed 

world. NM: Fuente Press.
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Race/Ethnicity of Students
in DL Programs vs. Not in DL

Watch for 
the RED
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English Language Learners
2009 EOG Results

Reading Math

Public Schools of North Carolina State Board of Education/ Department of Instruction

Thomas, W. & Collier, V. (2012). Dual language education for a transformed world. NM: Fuente Press.

Watch for 
the RED
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White Students
2009 EOG Results

Reading Math

Public Schools of North Carolina State Board of Education/ Department of Instruction

Thomas, W. & Collier, V. (2012). Dual language education for a transformed world. NM: Fuente Press.

Watch for 
the RED
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African American Students
2009 EOG Results

Reading Math

Public Schools of North Carolina State Board of Education/ Department of Instruction

Thomas, W. & Collier, V. (2012). Dual language education for a transformed world. NM: Fuente Press.

Watch for 
the RED
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Low SES Students
2009 EOG Results

Reading Math

Public Schools of North Carolina State Board of Education/ Department of Instruction

Watch for 
the RED
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http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/learning-the-
language/2017/11/dual_language_immersion_programs_boost_student_achievement_in_english.html?cmp=soc-edit-tw
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Source: the State of Languages in the U.S.  A Statistical Portrait (Commission on 
Language Learning – American Academy of Arts and Sciences)
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5 ES in 4 different Districts – 3rd grade Milestones Matched Comparison
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ELA this is the difference of 23.5 points; for Math it is 19.3 points. 
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A brief History of DLI Programs in Georgia.

2007 – First DLI Charter School in Georgia is established at Unidos Dual Language 

School in Clayton County (Charter – now magnet school)

2008 – First non charter public DLI program is established at Beulah ES in Douglas 

County

2008- World Language Academy starts in Hall County Georgia (Charter)

2013-2014 = 6 schools

2015- = 19 schools

2016-2017 = 37 schools

2017-2018 = 40 schools + 6 confirmed for next year
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Source: Center for Applied Linguistics, “Growth of TWI Programs, 1962–Present,”

Link Link Link
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_W3nVx_TNMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrat864yWBw&t=1s
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Dual Language Immersion Video Diary Series
In order to raise awareness about the Dual Language Immersion Model and to educate stakeholders 

on the important aspects and benefits of these programs, we have launched an effort that we are 
calling Georgia’s Video DLI Diary.  The purpose is to take the viewer inside some of Georgia’s DLI 

programs around the state and share impressions and interviews with students, teachers, parents, 
administrators and others to learn firsthand about the model and its benefits!

Video Links from the GLOBE Academy:
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KPCeir-

w1Y&feature=youtu.be
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nam31e6

lK0Y&t=5s#BeGlobalReady
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nK_o321

vBlQ
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCZg7s

mq-A4&feature=youtu.be

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Are you teaching in a Dual Language Immersion Program and are looking for opportunities to learn best practices from 
your fellow teachers?  Are you interested in learning more about the Dual Language Immersion model and the mounting 

research and evidence to support its benefits for all students!  Then we invite you to join us for DLI in a Day!

When?  Saturday, Sept 15th 2018 from 9am – 12pm
Where? Kelly Mill Elementary School
How much does it cost?  $0.00 (We invite you to be our guest! (please register!)
How do I register?  Register online at our Eventbrite Registration Page!
Submit a proposal!  Link to submit a proposal will open in June.

Dual Language Immersion Program enrollments by language

Spanish = 3,483

French = 414

German = 219

Chinese = 158

Known benefits include:
Cognitive gains
Economic benefits
Increased academic achievement
Improving students’ ability to learn a second language
Increased English literacy skills
Increased performance on standardized tests
Higher attendance rates 
Better understanding of other cultures and greater 
language proficiency!
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New Courses Requested (8)

• Spanish for Native Speakers Level 3

• DLI Advanced Language and Literacy 6th Grade

• DLI History and Culture 6th Grade

• DLI History and Culture 7th Grade

• DLI History and Culture 8th Grade

• DLI Media Literacy 6th Grade

• DLI Media Literacy 7th Grade

• DLI Media Literacy 8th Grade

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

11/3/2018 30

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

11/3/2018 31

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Georgia State University launches
First Dual Immersion Early Childhood Education
Endorsement Program in the state of Georgia!
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Virginia

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 24: Commending the Virginia Dual Language Educators Network.

http://www.gadoe.org/
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http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+SJ24ER
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North Carolina

Fall 1990 - 1st Spanish DL/I program
Jones Elementary School (K-5)
Guilford County Schools

Fall 2018 - 171 DL/I programs
8 languages 
41 districts and 5 charter schools
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South Carolina
DLI Programs

31 Schools

8 Districts

4 Languages
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Utah

• Governor Huntsman Jr. initiated the Governor’s Language Summit 
and the Governor’s World Language Council both with a goal to 
create a K-12 language roadmap for Utah. These groups aimed to 
address the needs for language skills in business, government, 
and education. The goal of enrolling 30,000 Utah students was 
achieved ahead of targeted date due to early success of the 
program and public demand

• Goal is to mainstream Dual Language Immersion programs 
throughout the Utah public school system so that by 2020 every 
child entering Utah’s public school system will be in a dual 
language program.

• Chinese, French, German, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Delaware

• A survey of multinational 
companies pinpointed lack 
of Delaware’s multilingual 
workforce as one of main 
reasons for not 
incorporating there

• To address this pressing 
economic issue Delaware’s 
governor launched World 
Language Expansion 
Initiative to boost retention 
of multinational companies
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Texas

• Texas is heavily investing in bilingual 
education throughout high school, not 
only in Spanish, but in languages like 
Arabic and Hindi

• To do so, it is effectively leveraging 
partnerships with Embassies and 
cultural institutions.

• Over a million students in some type of 
bilingual education including an 
uncounted number of Dual Language 
Immersion Programs.
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California

• In 2016, California adopted 
legislation on “right to bilingual 
education” in recognition of 
workforce needs

• Where 15 families across one 
grade want bilingual education, 
the school district is mandated 
to implement it
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New York

• Right to bilingual education for English language 
learners based on 1974 federal civil rights case

• Long history of progressive thinking – Multilingual 
Learners

• New York’s Chancellor added 68 new bilingual 
programs in 2017
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Appendix A - Benefits 
of  Bilingual Education

• Bilingual education 
is by far best model 
to increase 
achievement for 
English learners
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Washington D.C.

• Demand for bilingual employees doubled over last 
5 years, and is growing one and a half times faster 
than the overall growth in jobs

• Bilingual employees attract higher salaries (5-20% 
more) than their monolingual colleagues
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Higher Second Language 
Proficiency

Biliteracy
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A total of 2, 125 Seals of Biliteracy were awarded during the 2017-2018 
school year!  An increase of nearly 100% or a doubling of last year’s 
numbers!

Spanish = 1,673 (33 Districts reporting)

German = 86 (7 Districts reporting)

French = 300 (9 Districts reporting)

Chinese = 23 (6 Districts reporting)

Latin = 26 (4 Districts reporting)

Bulgarian = 1 (1 District reporting)

Portuguese = 4 (3 Districts reporting)

Vietnamese = 4 (2 Districts reporting)

Cambodian = 1 (1 District reporting)

Japanese = 6 (1 District reporting)

Arabic = 1 (1 District reporting)

Preparing Georgia’s  workforce by 
providing the essential linguistic and 
cultural competencies needed for the 
global  marketplace of today and 
tomorrow!
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